ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 

1. Ways to Identify Hazardous Items -  The first step of a good hazardous material plan is  to identify which items are hazardous.  There are several ways to identify  these materials.  Here are two ways:

a. Check the label on the container for cautions and warnings.  The label will tell you if the product is hazardous.

b. Look for a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS).  The manufacturer is required to send an MSDS with every item that can be hazardous material to the installation supply people.  In turn, the supply people send a copy of the MSDS to the unit.

2. Common Hazardous Items - The following are some common operations or processes that contain hazardous materials:

a. Operation or Process:  Painting

1) Hazardous Material:  Thinner, polyurethane's, waste epoxy, paint strippers, paints.

b. Operation or Process:  Vehicle Maintenance

1) Hazardous Material:  Used oil, lubricants, coolants, petroleum, alcohol's, solvents, asbestos (brake linings)

c. Operation or Process:  Cleaning, degreasing

1) Hazardous Material:  Solvents, detergents, ketone, freon

d. Operation or Process:  Battery Shop Operations

1) Hazardous Material:  Acids, bases, cyanide, heavy metals

e. Operation or Process:  Wash Rack and Motor Pools

1) Hazardous Material:  Used oil, solvents, heavy metals, contaminated sludge's

3. Where to get help - Locally, you may get help from your environmental control office, your installation safety office, your Directorate of Logistics (DOL) or others.  If you can't find a reference in your local phone book for environmental concerns, contact your local Logistics Assistance Office.

4. Personal Protection - You Need to Protect Yourself From the Following:

a. Absorbing harmful chemicals through your skin

b. Breathing in hazardous particles, vapors or gases.  Never rely on smell as guide to whether you need to use protection or not.  Just because you can't smell the material does not mean that it is harmless.

c. Types of Personal Protection:  There are many ways to protect yourself from hazardous chemicals or vapors.  Here are just a few:

1) Rubber framed goggles without ventilation holes or plastic face masks. This type protects your eyes from the mist and sprays of splashes of such liquids such as acids or alkali solutions.  Make sure your face mask/goggles are free of scratches before you use them.  Scratched lenses block your vision.

2) Respirators are designed to keep out paint fumes if you're working with paint or paint thinners.  These respirators should be fitted by your medical folks.  Use the respirator only in well-ventilated areas.  Be sure to wear clothing that covers as much skin as possible.

5. Storing Hazardous Waste - After use, service supplies and material become waste.  It's important that you handle and store waste oil and the like safely so it does not damage the environment.  The following are a few tips on storing waste:

a. Store waste containers that are in good condition.  Check the container for rust or dents.

b. Keep the waste containers off the ground where moisture will cause them to rust and maybe cause a spill.

c. Mark containers with the words "HAZARDOUS WASTE".  Put a label on the outside of the container that identifies the type of waste inside.

d. Make sure the waste containers are away from the traffic flow so that accidental spills won't occur.  Isolate containers with flammable or reactive waste.

e. Put different types of hazardous waste in separate containers.  Don't mix hazardous and non-hazardous waste together.

f.  Keep containers closed except when you fill or empty them.

g. Make sure you have a secondary containment, such as sand bags, around the container that will catch and contain spills.

6. Reduce waste in the work place.  You won't have to worry about disposing of a lot of waste if you cut down on the amount you generate.

7. Handling Spills:  We all get upset about a big spill like an oil tanker springs a leak.  But even a small spill causes big trouble.  If oil for instance leaks onto the ground, it can seep down into the water table and contaminate the water.  When an accidental spill occurs, contain it and then clean it up immediately.  Be prepared for accidental spills.  Make sure your unit has a spill plan that list emergency telephone numbers.  Here are five things to remember when a spill occurs:

a. PROTECT YOURSELF.  Know where protective equipment is kept, whether it has been properly cleaned and maintained, and know how to use it.

b. STOP THE FLOW, if possible.  If the spill is out of your control, evacuate the area and call the installation spill response team and let them handle the situation.

c. CONTAIN THE SPILL.  Floor dry material is the most effective material to contain and clean up small spills.

d. REPORT THE SPILL.  Check your Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for reporting procedures.  Usually this means to notify your supervisor.  However, if your supervisor isn't handy and it's a real emergency situation, call the installation response team.

e. KNOW WHO TO CALL.  Make sure you know whom to call with questions about hazardous waste or material.  Make a list with POCs and post it.  The primary POC is your local environmental officer.
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