TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS
1.  RESPONSIBILITIES:  

a.
Technical Publications.  Each item of equipment in the Marine Corps has its own Technical Manual. You will be required to:   

(1)  
Perform preventive maintenance checks and services in accordance with the Technical Manual.



(2)  Perform corrective maintenance as specified in the Technical Manual to include:

                (a)  adjustments

                (b)  inspections for serviceability (brake shoes)




   (c)  disassembly and assembly of components or assemblies

                (d)  troubleshooting and testing

                (e)  identifying special tools or equipment

    b.  Parts Manuals.  Each item of equipment also has its own parts manual. Some requirements            for the use of these manuals will be:



(1)  Correctly identify parts needed to repair and service equipment.

        (2)  Extract pertinent information used to order parts and ensure they are within your                           echelon of maintenance.

        (3)  It may be necessary for you to interpret the parts list drawings to ensure that the                           assembly process is completed correctly.

    c.  Components List.  Will list all required tools and equipment for general and specific tool               kits, and equipment.

         (1)  You will be required to regularly account for tools issued to you using a component                      list.

         (2)  You may be required to identify and use special equipment associated with an item of                    equipment.                                                         

2.  TECHNICAL MANUALS (TM'S)                                          


    a.  Purpose.  The purpose of a TM is to provide technical information used in the inspection,             services, adjustments, removal, installation, and testing of the end item and its components.

    b.  Contents.

        (1)  Front Cover.

        (2)  The short title in the upper right hand corner of the cover will give you the following                     information:

             (a)  TM - Indicates this is a technical manual, not a stocklist or Marine Corps Order, etc.

             (b)  08602 - This five digit number is what is referred to as an Item Designator Number.                     ID's will always be five digits and are assigned to equipment upon its introduction                          into the Marine Corps inventory.

             (c)  A - This letter, the last part of the ID number, indicates the model of equipment                            covered by this publication.  Lack of a model designator means more than one model                    is covered by the publication and they will be listed on the front cover.


             (d)  14/1 - This number indicates the echelon(s) of maintenance covered within the                               publication.  This particular one covers 1st through 4th echelons of maintenance.                         Not always will it be a 14; however, you can have any combination of numbers such                     as:  -24 = 2nd-4th; -35 = 3rd-5th; -10 = 1st only; -20 = 2nd only; -40 = 4th only, etc.      


        (3)  The short title will appear on all Marine Corps publications, not just TM`S. It is very                     important that you know what it means and can often save time in using publications.

        (4)  After the cover you can expect to find the following information in most TM's.

             (a)  Table of Contents - This gives a listing of the information contained in the manual                          cross-referenced to paragraph and page number.                                      

             (b)  List of Illustrations - Lists all illustrations cross-referenced to page and possibly                             paragraph number.

             (c)  List of Tables - This section lists tables such as table of specifications, torque, etc.                        Tables are cross-referenced to page number.

             (d)  Safety Summary - This is a listing of all the safety warnings that are used in the                              manual, compiled and listed in the front of the manual.

             (e)  General Description of Item - This section does just as the name implies, gives                              weights, measurements, etc. for the item.

             (f)  Preparation for Use Instructions - This section gives instructions on how to prepare                      the item for use, just like dealers must do on new automobiles before sales.

             (g)  Operating Instructions - This section tells the user how to start, run, and utilize all                         controls and functions associated with equipment operation.

             (h)  Principles of operation - This section explains individual assemblies and the principles                    which apply to them.

             (I)  Organizational and Field Maintenance Section - This section shows those 1st through                    4th echelon maintenance services to be performed.

             (j)  Overhaul Section - Here is where you find the rebuild and overhaul instructions for                       the equipment and its components/assemblies.

             (k)  Glossary - provides definitions for abbreviations and acronyms used in the Technical                     Manual.

             (l)  Index - Like any index it shows what is in a publication and the page on which it is                       found.  This is set up in alphabetical sequence and should be used to avoid                                    unnecessary time thumbing through pages.

        (5)  Army Publications. The Marine Corps will Utilize publications from other branches of                   the service. They are similar to the Marine Corps counterpart but there are some                           differences.

              (a)  Technical Manual  short title. 

                     1. The first number in a TM number indicates the general type of equipment that is                            covered in the manual. For example the number 5 is for engineer types of                                      equipment and 9 is for ordnance equipment.

                    2.  The second set of numbers are for the federal supply class or group. The four digit code assigned is for a more specific type of equipment. For example 3805 represents earth moving, excavating and highway maintenance type equipment.

                    3.  The third set of numbers are for the numerical sequence number. This group of numbers pertain to the specific model and make of equipment, for example 262 identifies this is a TM for JI Case model MW24C, Scoop Loader.

                     4.  The last two numbers signify the category  of maintenance or level covered by the manual. For example -20 stands for organizational level of maintenance. When a manual applies to more than one category of maintenance the first digit will indicate the lowest level and the second digit will indicate the highest level. For example -24 indicates that the manual covers second through fourth echelon maintenance. Another configuration of technical manuals, -24 & P indicates maintenance instructions and repair parts included in one manual.

3.  COMPONENTS LIST (SL-3):                                          

        a.   Purpose.  The SL-3 provides a listing of components and accessories needed to make an item complete or used with an item.  These components and accessories are not repair parts but items like tools, fire extinguishers, hoses, pressure gauges, sirens, flashing lights, etc.  The main 
purpose of the SL-3 is for inventory control.  The SL-3 is read in the same manner as the SL-4.

6.  REPAIR PARTS LIST (SL-4)                                          

    a.  Purpose.  The SL-4 is used to list and identify repair parts.  It also provides the requisitioning data for those parts.

    b.  Content.

        (1)  The short title is like that of the SL-3, the only difference is a SL-4 is always a repair parts list and not a components list.

        (2)  Before you actually get into the parts listing itself, you will find several appendixes in the front of the book.

             (a)  Table of Contents - Like any book this merely shows the page certain items appear on.

             (b)  Preface - This section gives you a columnar description of what appears in the item identification listing.  It also provides codes definition and special notes to help the user.

             (c)  Federal Supply Codes for Manufacturers - This lists the name and address of those manufacturers who make parts/components for that item.  As you see, the manufacturers are also assigned a number, called an MFR. Code, and will be needed in cross-referencing as you will see later.

        (3)  Part I is an item identification listing, and illustrations are part of this section of the SL-4.  The illustrations and item listing should be used to complement each other. Illustrations make use and identification much easier.  There are several columns of information in Part I:

             (a)  Item Number - Starting with item number 1 which is the end item itself, everything is numbered sequentially as it appears in the SL-4.  If there were 50,000 replaceable/repairable items then that's how many items would be shown and numbered.  The item number is also used for 
cross-referencing when that particular part does not have a NSN.

             (b)  Model - This indicates the model to which the part applies if the SL-4 covers more than one model.

             (c)  NSN - The National Stock Number is a 13 digit number used to requisition the part.  If no NSN is listed you may have to go to Part II and obtain a part number and MFR. Code to obtain the item.  Depending upon the Source Maintenance Recoverability Code (SMR) you may have to obtain the next higher assembly or even get the item from salvage.  We will discuss those when we get to the SMR column.

             (d)  Reference Designator/Figure Key - This is a cross-reference to the associated illustration.  It allows you to go back to the numbered figure and the itemized part for identification/clarification purposes.  These figures are also very useful in determining what the next higher assemblies would be for "XA" Coded Parts as they are usually bracketed.

             (e)  Indenture Code - Indicates the relationship of the item to the next higher assembly or end item.

             (f)  Item Identification - Provides the name and description of the item.  When an item is duplicated only the name will appear and not the description.  What you will see below the name will be a "S/A" meaning Same As and will refer you back to an item number where it was first listed in the SL-4.


             (g)  Unit of Measure - Provides the measurement standard as it relates to the specific end item, not necessarily the one to use for requisitioning the part.

            (h)  Quantity - Subdivided into per application and per equipment.  This column shows how many are used for a particular application and how many of those particular items/parts are used within the end items.


             (i)  SMR Code - This is Source, Maintenance and Recoverability Code:  shows where (source) you obtain the item;  what echelons of maintenance can remove and replace the item, what echelon can repair, assemble, test and rebuild the item; and, the disposition of the part.



(4)  Part II is an item number cross-reference and provides the following data.                                           




(a)  A list of all item numbers not assigned NSN's in Part I.




(b)  Listed in item number sequence and provides you with the part number and MFR. Code.




(c)  Consists mainly of those "XA" and "XB" code items.




(5)  Part III is a NSN cross-reference and provides the following data.

             (a)  From NSN to item number, part number, and manufacturer's code.

             (b)  It contains only those items that had a NSN in Part I



(6)  Part IV is a part number cross-reference and provides the following:




(a)  A cross-reference from part number to manufacturer's code and NSN.




(b)  This section is in alpha-numeric part number sequence, not just numerical.

