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STUDENT OUTLINE

STRIP MAPS
TERMINAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Given an MK Series vehicle and references, use a strip map to navigate to a specific point on a route per the references (3531.04.04).

ENABLING LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Given an MK Series vehicle and references, use a strip map to navigate to a specific point on a route per the references (3531.04.04a).

OUTLINE

1.  CHARACTERISTICS:

a.  A strip map may be the method used to provide you with directions to your destination.  

b.  Your convoy commander can provide you with a strip map or you can make your own.

c.  A strip map is slightly different from a conventional map, in that it does not have to be drawn to scale.  

d.  A strip map generally has several characteristics including landmarks, a legend, and a north-facing arrow.  

e.  Landmarks such as creeks, towns, or school zones, are provide to help you determine where you are at any given point on your route.

f.  A strip map is normally drawn from a larger map and is designed to provide as much detail and be as accurate as possible to satisfy special tactical or administrative requirements for motor marches, convoys, or even a single-vehicle mission.  In other words, it will contain as much or as little detail as is required to complete the mission.

g.  At the beginning of the mission, you should familiarize yourself with the map so you will be able to recognize specific landmarks, such as those highlighted here.  This can make the difference between becoming lost or separated from your unit and arriving at your destination on time.

2.  LEGEND:

a.  On a mission using a strip map, you are following a route or prescribed course of travel from a specific point of origin to a specific destination.  There are several terms you need to understand in order to follow a strip map.  



(1)  A Start Point is the point where the mission begins.

(2)  A Release Point is a well-defined area in which the elements of the convoy are returned under the authority of their respective commanders and then proceed to their designated destination.

(3)  Critical Points are located along the route.  A critical point may also be used as a Checkpoint.  A critical point may also have the potential to impede or halt the progress due to load restrictions, overhead vehicle clearances, or obstructions/features that limit road width.  It may also be a point where an ambush could occur.

b.  All maps contain a legend.  A legend identifies and describes symbols located on the map.  It is very important that you become familiar with the legend prior to the start of a mission.  A strip map’s legend differs slightly from a conventional map, in that it may contain specific government symbols.

c.  The legend will usually include symbols to identify specific road types, such as state highways and county roads.  Legends may also include symbols for towns, school zones, railroad crossings, bridges, and trails.

d.  The legend shown here also includes a symbol to identify the number of miles between points.  For instance, there are 13.9 miles between the Start Point and Checkpoint 1.  From Checkpoint 1 to Checkpoint 2, there are 3.3 miles.

3.  USING A STRIP MAP:
a.  Prior to leaving on the mission, familiarize yourself with both the route and landmarks to prevent yourself from becoming lost.  

b.  If you do become lost, check your strip map to find the road you are on.  Also look for the last known checkpoint or terrain feature on the map.  

(1)  For example, if you took a wrong turn out of Roby and were lost on Highway 17, you would need to backtrack.  

(2)  In this case, you would backtrack to the town of Roby, then locate Checkpoint 2.

c.  Sometimes the simplest way to get back on your original route is to ask for directions.  If you do ask directions, make sure your questions are as specific as possible.  For example, ask for directions to a specific town or major landmark on your strip map.

d.  Think of a map as an aerial view of the area.  To orientate yourself to a map, turn the map until what is in front of you on the ground is what is in front of you on the map.  

(1)  For example, if you are facing east, then the east side of the map should be away from you.  

(2)  Don’t worry if this makes the lettering on the map sideways or upside down.

e.  You are now ready to start your mission using a simple strip map.  

(1)  You are at the designated Start Point. 

(2)  The first major landmarks on this route include Forney Airfield to your right and the Fort Leonard Wood Route 15 junction to your left.  

(3)  To reach the first checkpoint, you must travel along FLW1 until you leave Fort Leonard Wood.  

(4)  Continue along County Road AW until you reach the intersection of County Road AW and State Highway 17.

(5)  To reach Checkpoint 2, you would travel on State Highway 17 until you reach the intersection of State Highway 17 and State Highway 32.  The town of Roby can be used as a major landmark along this section of the route.

(6)  On the next leg of the trip, you travel west on State Highway 32.  You will cross three creeks and pas through the town of Plato.  

(7)  At the junction of State Highway 32 and State Highway 95, you will find Checkpoint 3 and a designated rest area.  Be sure to perform your During PMCS during this rest period.
(8)  For the return part of the trip, you reverse the route.  

(a)  You would travel from the rest area to Checkpoint 4 at Roby.  

(b)  You would then travel north along State Highway 17 until you reach Checkpoint 5.  

(c)  Travel on County Road AW, which turns into FLW1, until you reach the Release Point.  

(9)  Stay on the prescribed route at all times.  DO NOT alter the route in any way.

f.  Map orientation is one of the most important skills to master when traveling in unfamiliar territory.  An understanding of a strip map is an essential task and frequent exposure to strip maps will help you build a sense of familiarity to your surroundings.  In dangerous situations, it could potentially save your life.

